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IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/US99/14401 


International filing date 

(dau/month/year) 
26 JUNE 1999 


Priority Date (day/month/year) 
26 JUNE 1998 


Applicant 
E GUIDE^NC. \^\ 



2. 



The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any. established on the international application. 

A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 

Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
the report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices)(Article 
39(l))(see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

AVhere a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
POT Applicant's Guide. 





Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 

Commiuioner of Patentg and Tradcmafki 
Box PCT 

Wafthington. D.C 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


Authorized officer 

CHRISTOPHER GRANT Vj^jAo 
Telephone No. (703) 305-4755 
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CHRISTIE. PARKER & HALE. LLP 
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OCT 1 1 1999 
PCThilstle, Parker & Hale LLP 



OF 
REPORT 



OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCX Rule 44.1) 



^J^^Juh^r) 0 5 OCT 1999 



Applicaafs or agenf t file reference 
34897PCT/LTR 



FOR FURTHER ACTION See parsgraphs 1 and 4 below 



International application No. 
PCTAJS99/14401 



International filing date 
iday/month/year) 

26 JUNE 1999 



Applicant 
E GUIDE. INC. 



^* I X| The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report has been established and is transmitted herewitii. 
FUIng of amendmenta and atatcment under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wisktes. to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
international search report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet 

Where? Directly to die Interaatioaal Bureau of WIPO 
34. chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20. Switzerland 
Facsimile No.: (41-22)740.1435 

For more detailed instructions, see die notes on the accompanying sheet 

2. 1 I The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaratioo under 
I— I Article 17^X0 to tliat effect is transmitted herewith. 

With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(8) under Rule 40^, the applicant is notified that 



3. 



□ 



□ the protest together with the deciaioo thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau togedier widi the 
applicants request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 

I I no decision has been made yet 00 the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Farther action(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by die International Bureau. If 
the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of die international application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the Interaatiooal Bureau as provided in rules 90 £ws 1 and 90 bis 3, respectively, before the 
completioo of the technical preparationa for international publication. 

Within 19 monttia fiom the priority date, a demand for interaationa] preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date (in some Offices even later). 



Witlila 20 moatlu fiom the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase before 
all designated Offices which have not been elected in die demand or in a later election within 19 mcmths from the priority 
date or could not be elected because they are not bound by Chapter II. 





Name and mailing address of the ISAAJS 

CoaBminioaer ef FMeots and Trideauffcs 
Box PCT 

WMhmglnn. IXC. 30231 
FftcsimaeNo. (703)305*3230 


Authorized officer ^ 

CHRISTOPHER GRANT ^J^g^vL "WaJL^ 
Telephone No. (703) 305-4755 


Form PCTyiSA/220 (January 1994)* 


(See notes on accompanying sheet) 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicaof s or agent's file reference 
34897PCT/LTR 


FOR FURTHER Notificatioo of Transmittal of International Search R^KMt 
ACTION (Fonn PCT/ISAy220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 
PCTAJS99/14401 


Internationa] filing date (day/mcnth/year) 
26 JUNE 1999 


(Earliest) Priority Date (iay/mottih/year) 
26 JUNE 1998 


Applicant 
E GUIDE. INC. 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of sheets. 

j X| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1. [ [ Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

2. Unity of invention is lacking (See Box 11). 

3. |— I The international application contains disclosure of a nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing and the 
I— I international search was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing 

[ I filed with the international application. 

[ [ furnished by the applicant separately from the international application, 

I I but not accompanied by a statement to the effect tiiat it did not include matter 
^""^ going beyond tlie disclosure in tiie international applicatioo as filed. 

transcribed by this Au&ority. 



4. With regard to the tide. 



□ 
□ 



the text is approved as submitted by die applicant 

the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



TERMINAL POWERED ON FOR EPG DOWNLOAD 



5. Widi regard to the abstract. 



I I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

I x| the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears 
in Box III. The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this 
tntemadooal search report, submit comments to diis Authority. 



6. The figure of the drawiufi to be published with the abstract is: 

Figure No. _2 ^ „ suggested by the applicant 

~] because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



I I None of the figures. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheetXJuly 1992)* 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Interaational application No. 
PCT/US99/14401 



Box III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of item 5 of the Tirst sheet) 



NEW ABSTRACT 

Television program data is intermittently downloaded to a plurality of user 
terminals equipped with a data receiver (34), a memory (22) for storing television 
program data, an on screen electronic program guide generator (19), a 
microprocessor (24), and a television monitor (20) for displaying television 
programs and an electronic program guide. The data receivers are normally 
powered off and powered on at a regular intervals to receive transmitted program 
data. The transmitted program data is stored in the memory (22). The 
microprocessor (24) is configured to transfer television program data from the 
memory (22) to the generator in response to user commands and to control the 
generator to generate a video drive signal representative of an on-screen television 
program guide. The drive signal is coupled to the generator to the monitor to 
display the on-screen program guide. Various regimes are enq>loyed to tum the 
tuner on and off. 



Fofm PCT/ISA/210 (continuatioa of first sbcetC2)XJuly 1992)* 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Interaational application No. 
PCT/US99/14401 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
IPC<6) :H04N 5/44 
US CL :345/327 

According to International Patent Classification QPC} or to both national classification and IPC 

R FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 345/327,6.7.10,12.13.563.564.906,730; 455/6.2, 63; H04N 7/16, 7/173. 5/44 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and. where practicable, search terms used) 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Citetioa of document, with indicatioo. where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X,P 


US 5,850.218 A (LAJOIE et al.) 15 December 1998. see figure 3; 
col. 8, lines 20-28; col. 13, lines 35-65; col. 33, lines 30-62 


1-2 


A 


US 5,657.072 A (ARISTIDES et al.) 12 August 1997, see col. 7, 
line 27 - col. 8, line 23. 


1-2 


A 


US 5,592.551 A (LETT et sA.) 07 January 1997, see figure 3; col. 
13, lines 4-30 


1-2 



I I Fullher documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. | | See patent fSamily annex. 



•L- 



TP* 



doeuHMt <Wfinrng iIm g«iMnl ttale of tba art which is oot oootid«ro<l 
toh* ot piticuhrr nkfraoo* 

MrliflT docm«ot published oa or sfltr tb« jptenw t iooal fUios date 

doouMMit whioli mwy Ifarow doub«» oo priority clua(t) or whiA h 
cited to Mtrfiliih iht fmblioaitJOD date of antHhtr citstioo or otbar 
■paeial raaaoa (as ipaetfiad) 

dootaaaat r a fatrio s to an oral d ia clo ai g a, um, axhibitioa or ottier 
dooumaot publiabad prior to tba iptomatiooal filing data but later than 



later document published alter the interaational filing date 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
the prinoqile or tfaeoiy underlytng the invantioa 

document of particular relevance; the claimed iavention 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an 
when die document is taken alone 

doctment of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
coffttidered to involve an inventive step whra the 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
being obvious to a peimofi skilled in the art 

document member of the tame patent family 



or pnonty 



cannci be 
step 



Date of tlie actual oompletioii of the international search 
14 AUGUST 1999 


Date of mailing of the interaational search report 

0 5 OCT 1999 


Name and mailing address of the ISAAJS 
Commiwfaocr of Pateali aad TrmAemukM 

Box per 

Wadiington, D.C 20231 
Facstmite Ko. (703) 305-3230 


Audiorized officer ^ 

CHRISTOPHER GRANT vj(g^ 
Telephone No. (703) 305-4755 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheetXiuly 1992)* 



PCT/US99/14401 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
28 March 2000 (28.03.00) 



International application No. 
PCT/US99/14401 



To: 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C.20231 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
34897PCT/LTR 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
26 June 1999 (26.06.99) 



Priority date (day/month/year) 

26 June 1998 (26.06.98) 



Applicant 

MACRAE, Douglas, B. et al 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

pX] in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

25 January 2000 (25.01.00) 



I I in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X| was 

□ 



was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



i 

c 
c 

LL 

m 



i 
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LU 





Authorized officer 




The International Bureau of WlPO 






34, chemin des Colombettes 


R. E. Stoffel 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 






Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 




Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 




3193203 
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PCX r 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



0 2 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
34897PCTAVWM 


FOR FURTHER ACTION Notification of Transmittal of International 

Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/US99/ 14401 


International filing date 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
26 JUNE 1998 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
1PC(6): H04N 5/44 and US CI.: 345/327 


Applicant 
E GUIDE. INC. 



1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this Intemationaf^Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

„3 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets. 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
— been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority, 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of-^e Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of ^ sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 




II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


vn 


□ 


vm 


□ 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 



Date of submission of the demand 
25 JANUARY 2000 


Date of completion of this report 
03 MARCH 2000 


Name and mailing address of the I PEA/US 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No, (703) 305-3230 


Authorized officer 

CHRISTOPHER GRANT ^WxJt-^ 
Telephone No. (703) 305-4755 



Form PCT/1 PEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAKONATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US99/14401 



L Basis of the report 



1. This report has been drawn on the basis of (Substitide shixts which have been fiarushed to the receiving Office in response to an 
invitation 



I x| the international application as originally filed. 
I X| the description, pages 2zl 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 
pages 



I x| the claims, Nos. 1-2 



Nos. NONE 
Nos. NONE 



Nos. NONE 
Nos. 



j the drawings, sheets/lig 1-3 



sheets/6^ NONE 



sheets/6^ NONE 
sheets/lig 



as originally filed, 
filed with the demand, 
filed with the letter of . 
filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed. 

, as amended under Article 19. 

, filed with the demand. 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed. 
, filed with the demand. 
, filed with the letter of . 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I x| the description, pages "O"^ . 

the claims, Nos. . 

[ x| the drawings. sheets/fig none , 

3. I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 

to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplomontal Box Additional observations below (Rule 70.2(c)). 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (January 1994)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US99/14401 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 
1. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) Claims U2 YES 

Claims none NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims 1^2 YES 

Claims none NO 

Industrial Applicability (LA) Claims jj;? YES 

Claims none NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1-2 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a method 
of downloading television program data to plural user terminals equipped with a data receiver comprising: normally 
powering off data receivers, powering data receivers on, storing transmitted program data in a memory, progranuning the 
microprocessor to transfer television program data from the memory to the generator in response to user commands and to 
control the generator to display on a monitor on-screen program guide as recited in the claims. 

NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994)* 
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Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

BORDERS 

lge cut off at top, bottom or sroES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 
CWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

>LOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 
^ , .EVES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 
□/REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: \ 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 




